Louisiana Begins to Rebuild

Baton Rouge Weekly Gazette and Comet, 11/2/1885

With the restoration of the ,
the Louisiana government found a
permanent home In Baton Rouge. Political
arguments continued, but none focused on
relocating the capital. Over the next 46 years,
the government gradually outgrew the
building. More space was needed, but to
expand the structure meant destroying Its
architectural integrity.

As primary advocate for a new state
capitol, Huey Long worked tirelessly to
convince the legislature of the need
for a new building. A new state
house, Long argued, would
accommodate governmental needs
and even save money by being
efficient. He met with much
opposition, but in September 1930,
the legislature approved funding
for the capitol. The government
moved into the new building 13
months later.
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Governors serving here were Samuel D. McEnery,
Francis R. Tillou Nicholls, Murphy J. Foster, William
W. Heard, Newton C. Blanchard, Jared Y. Sanders,
Luther E. Hall, Ruffin G. Pleasant, John M. Parker,
Henry L. Fuqua, Oramel H. Simpson, Huey P. Long,
and Alvin O. King.



